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REPOE-TED  BIT  JOHN  IRVIUE. 


I have  been  very  much  interested  in  the  remarks  made 
by  Brother  Erastus  Snow,  who  has  addressed  us. 

These  are  precious  principles  which  only  the  Saints 
know  how  to  comprehend  and  appreciate.  We  are  told  that 
“the  natural  man  perceiveth  not  the  things  of  God,  neither 
can  he  know  them,  for  they  are  spiritually  discerned,”  and 
therefore  those  outside  of  that  influence  and  spirit  which  is 
communicated  to  the  Saints  of  the  Most  High,  through  obe- 
dience to  the  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God,  find  it  very  difficult 
to  understand  them.  But  we  comprehend  them,  because 
God  has  given  unto  us  His  Spirit,  which  takes  of  the  things 
of  God  and  shows  them  unto  us. 

I and  a few  others  have  been  away  from  here  for  some 
time,  visiting  among  our  southern  brethren  ; Brother  Snow, 
who  has  just  spoken  to  you,  was  one  of  the  party.  It  appears 
rather  an  inclement  season  of  the  year  to  go  on  a journey  of 
that  kind;  but  circumstances  seemed  to  make  it  necessary 
that  we  should  go  and  look  after  the  interests  of  the  people. 
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socially  and  politically;  for  notwithstanding  our  religious 
ideas,  we  still  have  certain  rights,  privileges  and  immunities, 
which  belong  to  us  as  individuals  and  as  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  in  common  with  others.  And  seeing  that 
things  were  quite  loose  in  those  far  off  settlements,  and  that 
men  and  their  families  were  being  subjected  to  various  kinds  of 
outrage,  usurpation  and  imposition,  in  many  instances  under 
the  form  of  law,  it  seemed  necessary  that  somebody  should 
attend  to  these  matters,  and  I thought  it  best  for  me  to  go,  in 
company  with  others  of  our  brethren,  to  ascertain  what  was  the 
true  position  of  affairs,  and  to  give  such  counsel  as  the  cir- 
cumstances might  demand.  We  found  that  a great  many 
outrages  had  been  perpetrated  upon  many  of  our  brethren; 
that  they  had  been  dealt  with  contrary*  to  law,  and  in  viola- 
tion, as  has  been  referred  to,  of  the  rules  of  jurisprudence 
governing  such  matters;  that  a vindictive  and  persecuting 
spirit  had  been  manifested,  and  that  several  of  the  brethren 
had  been  sent  off  to  a distant  land  from  their  own.  I did 
not  know  but  that  they  were  without  a prison  in  Arizona, 
when  I heard  of  these  things,  and  that  therefore  they  had 
sent  a number  of  honorable  men  who  differed  from  them  in 
their  religious  sentiments  off  to  Detroit.  I had  these  things 
inquired  into  and  found  they  had  a good  penitentiary  in  Ari- 
zona, and  that  there  wras  no  necessity  for  any  such  outrage  as 
this  to  be  perpetrated  upon  decent  men. 

I was  sorry  to  find  that  things  had  been  conducted  in 
this  unusual  and  vindictive  manner,  and  without  any  osten- 
sible reason  for  such  extra-judicial  acts;  not  only  because 
injustice  had  been  heaped  upon  honorable  men,  but  also 
because  of  the  position  in  which  it  places  the  nation,  which 
was  once  the  pride  and  glory  of  all  lovers^  of  freedom  and 
equal  rights,  and  boasted  of  as  being  “the  land  of  the  free, 
the  home  of  the  brave,  and  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed.” 
These  foolish  men  are  now  seeking  to  carry  out  the  enormi- 
ties that  existed  among  what  wTas  called  the  civilization  and 
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intelligence  of  ancient  barbarism,  then  as  now  under  the 
name  of  Christianity  and  other  euphonious  appellations,  which 
are  common  to  us  and  that  we  are  well  acquainted  wTith.  I 
was  in  hopes  that  things  were  not  so  bad  as  they  wrere  repre- 
sented to  be,  but  I found  that  I was  mistaken  in  that  matter,, 
and  I was  sorry  to  find  myself  so  mistaken. 

In  relation  to  this  anomalous  form  of  proceeding  they 
are  now  copying  the  example  of  Russia,  which  is  generally 
considered  an  arbitrary  government,  and  where  despotism 
has  been  supposed  to  reign  supreme;  they  have  in  that 
nation  a place  called  Siberia,  to  which  they  banish  men, 
•under  a despotic  rule,  without  much  formality  of  trial. 
I was  hardly  prepared  to-day  to  suppose  that  we  needed 
an  American  Siberia*,  under  the  form  and  in  the  name 
of  liberty  and  the  rights  of  men.  But  this  is  the  fact.  We 
have  here  in  America  to-day  an  American  Siberia  in  Detroit 
to  which  place,  upwards  of  two  thousand  miles  from  their 
homes,  men  are  banished  for  a term  of  years  : and  what 
for  ? Because  they  have  the  temerity  to  worship  God  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences,  and  cannot  fall 
down  and  worship  before  the  Moloch  of  an  effete  Christianity. 

These  extraordinary  proceedings  that  have  been  going  on 
in  this  Territory,  in  Arizona,  and  in  other  places,  simply 
exhibit  this  very  principle  that  Brother  Snow  has  been  speak- 
ing of.  I need  not  tell  you  about  affairs  that  have  transpired 
here.  You  are  quite  as  well  acquainted  with  them  as  I am, 
and  ought  to  be  better;  for  I have  been  away  from  home  for 
four  weeks  visiting  the  Saints  in  our  southern  settlements, 
and  we  have  had  a most  pleasant  visit.  Outside  of  these 
extraordinary  proceedings,  we  found  the  people  prospering 
very  well,  with  pleasant  homes  and  bright  prospects  before 
them.  We  had  with  us  several  of  our  best  brethren,  and  we 
visited  many  of  our  settlements  in  that  district  of  country, 
the  residents  of  which  were  very  much  gratified  at  our 
appearance  in  their  midst,  and  for  the  counsels  they  received. 
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But  I found  that  such  had  been  the  outrages  committed  that 
it  was  impossible  almost  for  any  man  standing  in  an  honor- 
able position  to  maintain  his  position  unless  he  broke  the  law 
by  resisting  the  officers,  and  they  thought  it  not  prudent  to  do 
so,  and  so  did  I.  It  may  suit  others  to  violate  the  law,  to 
trample  upon  human  rights  and  desecrate  the  sacred  temple 
of  liberty,  and  this  is  frequently  done  by  the  arbiters  and 
minions  of  the  law,  in  the  name  of  Justice;  but  we  profess  to 
be  governed  by  higher,  by  nobler  and  more  exalted  princi- 
ples, and  to  move  on  a higher  plane;  and  if  Jesus  could 
afford  to  endure  the  attacks  of  sinners  against  Himself,  we,  if 
we  have  the  Gospel  that  we  profess  to  have,  ought  to  be  able 
to  endure  a little  of  the  same  thing.  There  is  nothing  new 
in  these  affairs,  nothing  strange  in  this  at  all.  Many  of  3 ou 
have  had  much  to  do  with  these  matters.  Some  of  these 
grey-headed  men  that  I see  before  me  know  a little  more 
about  those  matters  than  some  of  the  younger  portion  do. 
Many  of  you  have  been  driven  from  your  homes,  robbed  of 
your  property,  dispossessed  of  your  possessions,  and  had  to 
flee  from  your  homes  to  these  mountain  valleys,  and  seek  an 
asylum  among  the  red  savages,  which  was  denied  you  by 
your  so-called  Christian  brethren.  Before  you  came  here  you 
were  banished  from  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  State  of 
Illinois.  What  for?  Because  you  had  the  audacity  to  wor- 
ship God  according  to  the  dictates  of  your  own  consciences. 
I have  had  to  flee  from  bloodthirsty  bandits,  time  and  time 
again.  Brother  Snow  had  to  do  it,  and  many  of  you  grey- 
headed men  and  women  have  had  to  do  it.  What  for? 
Because  of  polygamy?  No;  there  was  no  such  thing  then 
alleged.  What  for?  Because  you  had  the  hardihood,  in  this 
land  of  freedom,  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of 
your  own  consciences.  For  this  cause  you  had  to  leave  your 
homes,  and  you  were  despoiled,  and  robbed,  and  plundered,  and 
had  to  flee  as  exiles  into  another  land.  I had  to  do  it,  you  have 
had  to  do  it.  You  fled  from  Missouri  to  Illinois,  and  then  from 


Illinois  to  this  land,  and  why?  Why  did  you  leave  Illinois 
and  come  here?  Did  you  injure  anybody?  No.  They 
killed  your  Prophets,  and  I saw  them  martyred,  and  was  shot 
most  unmercifully  myself,  under  the  pledge  of  protection 
from  the  governor,  and  they  thought  they  had  killed  me;  but 
I am  alive  yet  by  the  grace  of  God.  [Sensation.]  Why  had 
you  to  leave?  Because  they  murdered  your  Prophets  and 
wanted  to  possess  themselves  of  your  property;  murder  and 
spoliation  generally  go  together.  And  because  they  killed 
them,  they  accused  you  of  doing  some  wrong,  said  you  must 
leave  your  homes,  and  there  was  nobody  found  in  all  that 
wide  land  to  check  the  outrages  of  those  red-handed  assassins, 
to  administer  justice,  and  to  preserve  you  in  your  rights.  I 
do  not  know  any  other  reason;  T never  did  know  any  other, 
and  never  expect  to  be  informed  of  any  other. 

The  history  of  these  things  is  quite  familiar  to  you  as 
Latter-day  Saints,  and  you  do  not  think  it  anything  strange. 
Some  of  our  young  people  think  that  the  present  proceedings 
are  very  remarkable.  But  many  of  us,  grey-headed  folks, 
have  seen  plenty  of  such  proceedings,  and  have  had  many 
experiences  of  this  kind;  they  are  nothing  new  to  us  at  all. 
And  did  we  ever  expect  them  to  get  better?  We  have  not  so 
understood  it.  We  are  told  in  the  Scriptures,  and  we  have 
kept  teaching  it  all  the  while,  that  “the  wicked  would  grow 
worse  and  worse,  deceiving  and  being  deceived. ” That  is 
doctrine  which  I have  believed  in  for  the  last  fifty  years,  and  I 
have  had  a good  deal  of  testimony  and  practical  confirmation 
on  that  point.  We  expect  that  these  things  will  transpire. 
We  have  been  told  about  secret  organizations  that  should 
exist,  and  they  are  beginning  to  permeate  these  United  States, 
and  are  laying  the  foundation  for  disruption,  disintegration 
and  destruction.  It  is  not  necessary  that  Congress  and  the 
judiciary  should  set  examples  of  tyranny  and  violation  of 
constitutional  law,  and  attack  the  fundamental  principles  of 
free  government  and  the  rights  of  man;  for  there  is  plenty  of 
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that  kind  of  spirit  abroad;  yet  men  who  profess  to  be  the 
conservators  of  the  peace  and  the  maintainers  of  law  join,  in 
these  nefarious,  unholy,  tyrannical  and  oppressive  measures. 
There  are  any  number  who  are  ready  to  follow  in  their  foot- 
steps; and  the  whole  nation  to-day  is  standing  on  a volcano, 
but  they  do  not  seem  to  comprehend  it.  Well,  are  we  sur- 
prised? I am  not.  It  is  strictly  in  accordance  with  my 
faith;  it  is  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  Old  Testament 
Scriptures;  and  it  is  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  testimony 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon;  it  is  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
revelations  given  to  us  by  Joseph  Smith,  and  all  these  events 
that  have  been  predicted  will  most  assuredly  transpire.  But  I 
suppose  it  is  necessary  “that  judgment  should  first  begin  at  the 
house  of  God,”  and  if  it  doe£,  “where  will  the  wdcked  and  the 
ungodly  appear,”  when  it  comes  upon  them?  We  are  told 
that  the  wicked  shall  slay  the  wicked.  We  need  not  trouble 
ourselves  about  the  affairs  of  the  nations,  the  Lord  will 
manipulate  them  in  His  own  way.  I feel  full  of  sympathy 
for  the  nation  in  which  we  live,  and  for  other  nations,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  troubles  with  which  they  are  beset  and  which 
are  now  threatening  them;  yet  they  do  not  seem  to  compre- 
hend the  position.  I know  a little  of  some  of  the  things  that 
will  transpire  among  them,  and  I feel  sorry.  Do  yog.  feel 
sorry  for  yourself?  Not  at  all,  not  at  all.  Do  you  feel  sorry 
for  your  people?  Not  at  all,  not  at  all.  The  Lord  God  has 
revealed  unto  us  great  and  eternal  principles  which  reach 
beyond  this  earth  into  the  eternal  heavens,  and  which  have 
put  us  in  the  possession  of  light  and  truth  and  intelligence, 
and  promises  and  blessings  that  the  world  are  ignorant  of  and 
do  not  and  cannot  comprehend.  I feel  every  day  to  bless  the 
name  of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  feel  like  shouting,  “Llosanna! 
Hosanna!!  Hosanna!!!  to  the  God  of  Israel,  amen  and 
amen,”  who  will  rule  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and 
manipulate  things  according  to  the  counsel  of  His  own  will. 
These  are  my  feelings  in  regard  to  these  matters.  But  then  I 
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feel  interested  in  the  welfare  of  my  brethren  and  sisters,  and 
when  I see  their  rights  interfered  with  and  trampled  ruth- 
lessly under  foot,  I feel  that  there  is  something  at  work  that 
ought  not  to  be,  and  yet  that  is  quite  necessary  to  teach  us 
some  of  the  principles  of  human  nature,  that  we  may  be  able 
to  discern  between  the  good,  the  virtuous,  the  upright,  the 
holy;  and  the  impure,  the  foolish,  the  vindictive,  the  corrupt, 
the  lascivious,  and  those  who  are  trampling  under  foot  the 
laws  and  principles  of  eternal  truth.  God  has  revealed  unto 
us  certain  principles  pertaining  to  the  future  which  men  may 
take  objection  to.  He  has  revealed  unto  us  certain  principles 
pertaining  to  the  perpetuity  of  man  and  of  woman;  pertain- 
ing to  the  sacred  rights  and  obligations  which  existed  from 
the  beginning;  and  He  has  told  us  to  obey  these  laws.  The 
nation  tells  us,  “If  you  do  we  will  persecute  you  and  proscribe 
you.”  Which  shall  we  obey?  I would  like  to  obey  and 
place  myself  in  subjection  to  every  law  of  man.  What 
then?  Am  I to  disobey  the  law  of  God?  Has  any  man 
a right  to  control  my  conscience,  or  your  conscience,  or 
to  tell  me  I shall  believe  this  or  believe  the  other,  or 
reject  this  or  reject  the  other?  No  man  has  a right  to 
do  it.  These  principles  are  sacred,  and  the  forefathers 
of  this  nation  felt  so  and  so  proclaimed  it  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  said  “Congress  shall  make 
no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or  pro- 
hibiting the  free  exercise  thereof.”  Now,  I believe  they 
have  violated  that,  and  have  violated  their  oaths,  those  who 
have  engaged  in  these  things  and  passed  that  law,  and  those 
who  are  seeking  to  carry  it  out.  Congress  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  the  judiciary  and  all  administrators 
of  the  law  are  as  much  bound  by  that  instrument  as  I am 
and  as  you  are,  and  have  sworn  to  maintain  it  inviolate.  It  is 
for  them  to  settle  these  matters  between  themselves  and  their 
God.  That  is  my  faith  in  relation  to  this  matter.  Yet  by 
their  action  they  are  interfering  with  my  rights,  my  liberty, 
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and  my  religion,  and  with  those  sa'cred  principles  that  bind 
me  to  my  God,  to  my  family,  to  my  wives  and  my  children; 
and  shall  I be  recreant  to  all  these  noble  principles  that 
ought  to  guide  and  govern  men?  No,  never!  No,  never f 
NO,  NEVER ! I can  endure  more  than  I have  done,  and  all 
that  God  will  enable  me  to  endure,  I can  die  for  the  truth;  but 
I cannot  as  an  honorable  man  disobey  my  God  at  their  behest, 
forsake  my  wives  and  my  children,  and  trample  these  holy 
and  eternal  obligations  under  foot  that  God  has  given  me  to 
keep,  and  which  reach  into  the  eternities  that  are  to  come.  I 
won’t  do  it,  so  help  me  God.  [Here  the  speaker  vigorously 
struck  the  book  on  the  desk,  and  the  large  audience  responded 
with  a loud  “Amen!”]  The  Constitution  expressly  says  that 
no  law  shall  be  passed  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts. 
But  we  have  entered  into  covenants  and  contracts  in  our  most 
sacred  places,  and  that,  too,  in  many  instances,  before  there 
was  any  law  prohibiting  the  same,  and  yet  the  attempt  is  now 
being  made  to  give  the  Edmunds  law  an  ex  'post  facto  appli- 
cation, and  to  punish  us  for  these  contracts  which  were  not 
criminal,  even  from  the  standpoint  of  our  enemies,  at  the 
time  they  were  formed.  I myself  married  my  wives  long 
before  there  was  any  law  upon  the  subject,  and  many  of  you 
did  the  same,  yet  by  an  ex  post  facto  application  of  laws 
since  enacted,  the  attempt  is  now  made  to  punish  us  as  crimi- 
nals. I have  never  broken  any  law  of  these  United  States, 
and  I presume  that  some  of  you,  whom  our  enemies  now 
seek  to  criminate  and  drag  into  court  as  violators  of  the  law, 
can  say  the  same.  Under  the  present  system  of  things  in 
this  Territory,  harlotry  and  adultery  are  vindicated,  sustained 
and  unblushingly  protected,  and  honorable  and  virtuous  wed- 
lock is  trampled  upon,  condemned  and  punished.  Well, 
what  will  you  do?  I will  obey  every  constitutional  law  so  far 
as  God  gives  me  ability.  What  else  will  you  do?  I will  meet 
these  men  as  far  as  I can  without  violating  principle,  and  I 
have  done  it.  When  this  infamous  Edmunds  law  was  passed 
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I saw  that  there  were  features  in  that  which  were  contrary  to 
law,  violative  of  the  Constitution,  contrary  to  justice  and  the 
rights  and  the  freedom  of  men.  But  I said  to  myself,  I will 
let  that  law  take  its  course;  I will  place  myself  in  accord 
with  it  so  far  as  I can.  Did  I do  it?  I did.  I remember 
talking  to  Mr.  Pierrepont,  who  was  Attorney-General  under 
President  Grant’s  administration.  He  with  his  son  called 
upon  me.  They  dined  with  me,  and  perhaps  I can  explain 
my  views  on  this  subject  by  repeating  the  conversation  as 
well  as  any  other  way.  I have  a sister  keeping  my  house  for 
me — the  Gardo  House.  When  Mr.  Pierrepont  came  in,  I 
said: 

“Mr.  Pierrepont,  permit  me  to  introduce  to  you  my  sister, 
who  is  my  housekeeper.  It  is  not  lawful  for  us  to  have  wives 
now.  And  when  the  Edmunds  law  was  passed,  I looked 
carefully  over  the  document,  and  saw  that  if  I was  to  con- 
tinue to  live  in  the  same  house  with  my  wives  that  I should 
render  myself  liable  to  that  law.  I did  not  wish — although  I 
considered  the  law  infamous — to  be  an  obstructionist,  or  act 
the  part  of  a Fenian,  or  of  a Nihilist,  or  of  a Kuklux,  or 
Communist,  or  a Molly  Maguire,  or  any  of  these  secret  socie- 
ties that  are  set  on  foot  to  produce  the  disintegration  of 
society  and  disturb  the  relations  that  ought  to  exist  between 
man  and  man,  between  man  and  woman,  or  man  and  his 
God.  I desired  to  place  myself  in  obedience,  or  in  as  close 
conformity  as  practicable  to  the  law,  and  thought  I would 
wait  and  see  what  the  result  would  be;  and  that  if  the  nation 
can  stand  these  things,  I can  or  we  can.  These  are  my  feel- 
ings. Men  and  nations  and  legislators  often  act  foolishly  and 
do  things  that  are  unwise,  and  it  is  not  proper  that  a nation 
should  be  condemned  .for  the  unwise  actions  of  some  few  men. 
Therefore  I have  sought  to  place  myself  in  accord  with  that 
law.  I said  to  my  wives,  we  are  living  in  this  building 
together.  ‘We  were  quite  comfortably  situated,  and  we  might 
so  have  continued,  but  I said  to  them,  that  ‘under  the  circum- 
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stances,  it  will  be  better  for  me  or  for  you  to  leave  this  place; 
you  can  take  your  choice.’  They  had  their  homes,  which  were 
quite  comfortable,  down  here,  which  they  now  inhabit,  so  I 
said  to  them,  ‘you  can  go  there  and  I will  stay  here,  or  you 
can  stay  at  the  Gardo  House  and  I will  go  there  or  somewhere 
else;  for  I wish  to  conform  to  this  Edmunds  law  as  much  as  I 
can/  ” 

I am  always  desirous  to  let  everything  have  its  perfect 
working.  We  talk  sometimes  about  patience  having  its  per- 
fect work.  If  we  have  laws  passed  against  us,  I like  to  see 
them  have  a fair  opportunity  to  develop  and  see  what  the 
result  will  be.  These  iwere  my  feelings  then,  and  they  are 
my  feelings  to-day. 

Well,  do  you  think,  then,  that  the  people  have  been  out- 
raged? I most  certainly  do.  The  usage  has  been  in  all  legal 
trials  among  all  civilized  nations  to  presume  that  all  men  are 
innocent  until  proven  guilty;  but  we  now  have  test  oaths  in- 
troduced, which  is  another  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and 
by  which  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  hold  all  men  guilty 
until  they  prove  themselves  innocent.  Again:  there  is  a 
usage  which  has  existed  among  the  civilized  nations,  and  in 
this  nation  also,  that  a man  must  be  tried  “by  a jury  of  his 
peers,  selected  from  the  vicinage;”  but  the  juries  selected  for 
our  courts  are  composed,  to-day,  of  our  bitter  persecutors  and 
our  most  relentless  enemies,  and  in  many  instances  selected 
from  the  lowest  and  most  debased  men  who  can  be  found  or 
picked  up  from  the  gutters.  We  also  have  another  class  of 
courts  improvised  for  the  occasion,  in  the  shape  of  “U.  S. 
Commissioner’s  courts,”  which  are  operated  and  run  after  the 
order  of  the  ancient  notorious  “Star  Chamber.”  Such  institu- 
tions provoke  the  contempt  of  all  honorable  men,  and  the 
parties  assuming  such  offices  place  themselves  in  a position 
to  be  despised  of  their  fellows.  I might  enumerate  many 
other  outrages,  but  time  will  not  permit  on  this  occasion. 
No  man’s  liberties  are  safe  under  such  administration. 
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What  will  be  the  result?  The  result  will  be  that  those 
that  sow  the  wind  will  reap  the  whirlwind.  When  men 
begin  to  tear  down  the  barriers  and  tamper  with  the  funda- 
mental principles  and  the  institutions  of  our  country,  they 
are  playing  a very  dangerous  game,  and  are  severing  the 
bonds  which  hold  society  together,  and  the  beginning  of  these 
irregularities  is  like  the  letting  out  of  water.  The  next  step 
that  followed  the  Edmund's  Act  w-as  the  introduction  of  a test 
oath.  The  legislation  already  provided  was  not  good  enough 
for  some  of  our  officials  here,  and  another  portion  of  the  Con- 
stitution must  be  broken  to  introduce  a test  oath  without  any 
authority.  I think  this  was  - introduced  by  our  Governor. 
Then  comes  another  class  of  men  called  Commissioners,  rather 
a new  idea  in  American  government.  Yet  it  was  thought 
necessary  that  extraordinary  operations  should  be  entered 
into  in  relation  to  the  “Mormons.”  Why?  Because  it  is 
necessary  that  they  should  be  dealt  with  differently  from 
anybody  else. 

Now,  I have  seen  some  of  my  brethren  shot  to  pieces  in 
cold  blood  and  under  the  protection  of  the  State  government 
of  Illinois,  and  the  promise  of  the  Governor  made  to  myself  and 
Dr.  John  M.  Bernhisel,  who  is  sometime  ago  dead.  In  Missouri 
a great  deal  of  that  thing  was  done.  In  Georgia  lately,  and  in 
Tennessee,  acts  of  the  same  kind  have  been  perpetrated.  Now, 
I want  to  know  if  anybody  can  tell  me — here  is  a large  .con- 
gregation, and  many  thousands  pf  you  acquainted  with  our 
history — I want  to  know  if  any  one  of  you  can  tell  me  of  any 
individual  that  was  ever  punished  according  to  law  for  killing 
a “Mormon.”  Speak  it  out,  if  you  know  it.  I do  not  know  of 
any  such  thing.  Brother  Snow  says  there  is  not  an  instance 
on  record.  Well,  I would  rather  be  on  the  side  of  the 
“Mormons”  in  that  case  than  on  the  side  of  those  who  are 
their  persecutors  and  murderers,  for  they  have  got  something 
to  atone  for  yet  Which  we  have  not  under  those  circumstances. 
We  have  got  through  with  our  part  of  it.  The  other  is  not 
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through  with  yet.  There  are  eternal  principles  of  justice  and 
equity  that  exist  in  the  bosom  of  God,  and  He,  in  His  own 
time,  will  manipulate  these  things  according  to  the  counsel  of 
His  own  will;  and  with  what  measure  men  mete,  as  sure  as 
God  lives,  it  will  be  measured  to  them  again,  pressed  down^ 
and  running  over. 

Very  well,  what  would  you  advise  us  to  do?  Are  we  suffer- 
ing any  wrongs?  Yes.  Well,  what  would  you  do?  I would  do 
as  I said  some  time  ago.  If  you  were  out  in  a storm,  pull  up 
the  collar  of  your  coat,  and  button  yourself  up,  and  keep  the 
cold  out  until  the  storm  blows  past.  This  storm  will  blow  past 
as  others  have  done;  and  you  will  see  that  many  of  the  miser- 
able sneaks  who  are  active  in  those  measures,  and  who  are 
crawling  about  your  doors  and  trying  to  spy  into  your  houses, 
etc.,  will  be  glad  to  crawl  into  their  holes  by  and  by.  Well, 
what  will  you  do?  Get  angry?  No,  not  at  all.  Let  these 
men  have  their  day  and  pursue  their  own  course;  we  will 
protect  ourselves  from  them  as  well  as  we  can.  Why,  some 
of  our  folks  in  the  South  were  actually  trying  to  seek  an 
asylum  in  another  land  away  from  the  persecutions  of  free 
America,  and  I did  not  know  but  that  wTe  should  have  a lot 
of  Pilgrim  Fathers  again  here  in  this  country  fleeing,  not 
from  England  by  way  of  Holland*,  nor  from  France,  nor  from 
any  of  those  countries  where  they  used  to  persecute  people, 
and  proscribe  them  for  their  religion,  but  from  America, 
“the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave,  and 
the  asylum  for  the  oppressed” — fleeing  from  there  because 
of  their  religious  sentiments.  What  an  idea!  Who  could 
have  thought  of  it!  People  say  that  history  repeats  itself. 
It  is  so  doing  in  our  day.  Well,  what  would  you  do?  Why, 
observe  the  laws  as  much  as  you  can.  Bear  with  these  indig- 
nities as  much  as  you  can.  But  it  would  not  be  well  for 
these  men  to  perform  their  antics  anywhere  else  than  among 
the  Saints,  or  they  would  dangle  to  poles,  lots  of  them,  by  the 
neck,  if  they  attempted  any  such  acts.  No  people  would 
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endure  these  things  as  the  Latter-day  Saints  do.  Will  you 
endure  them?  Yes,  a little  longer.  Wait  a little  longer. 
And  after  you  have  borne  with  a good  deal,  then  endure  “as 
seeing  Him  that  is  invisible,”  and  cultivate  those  principles 
that  Brother  Snow  has  so  beautifully  set  before  us,  and  feel 
“Blessed  are  ye,  when  men  shall  revile  you,  and  persecute 
you,  and  shall  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you  falsely,  for 
my  sake.  Rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad,  for  great  is  your 
reward  in  heaven;  for  so  persecuted  they  the  Prophets  which 
were  before  you.”  Well,  what  would  you  do?  Would  you 
resent  these  outrages  and  break  the  heads  of  the  men  engaged 
in  them,  and ‘spill  their  blood?  No.  Avoid  them  as  much  as 
you  possibly  can — just  as  you  would  wolves,  or  hyenas,  or 
crocodiles,  or  snakes,  or  any  of  these  beasts  or  reptiles;  avoid 
them  as  much  as  you  can,  and  take  care  they  do  not  bite  you. 
[Laughter.]  And  get  out  of  the  way  as  much  as  you  can. 
What!  won’t  you  submit  to  the  dignity  of  the  law?  Well,  I 
would  if  the  law  would  only  be  a little  dignified.  But  when 
we  see  the  ermine  bedraggled  in  the  mud  and  mire  and  every 
principle  of  justice  violated,  it  behooves  men  to  take  care  of 
themselves  as  best  they  may.  That  is  what  I have  told  people 
while  I have  been  in  the  South — to  take  care  of  their  liberties, 
to  put  their  trust  in  the  living  God,  to  obey  every  Constitu- 
tional law,  and  to  adhere  to  all  correct  principles.  But  when 
men  tamper  with  your  rights  and  with  your  liberties,  when 
the  cities  are  full  of  spies  and  the  lowest  and  meanest  of  men 
are  set  to  watch  and  dog  your  footsteps;  wThen  little  children 
are  set  in  array  against  their  fathers  and  mothers,  and  women 
and  children  are  badgered  before  courts  and  made  to  submit 
unprotected  to  the  gibes  of  libertines  and  corrupt  men;  when 
wives  and  husbands  are  pitted  against  each  other  and 
threatened  with  pains,  penalties  and  imprisonment  if  they 
will  not  disclose  that  which  among  all  decent  people  is  con- 
sidered sacred,  and  which  no  man  of  delicacy,  whose  sen- 
sibilities had  not  been  blunted  by  low  associations,  would 
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ever  ask;  when  such  a condition  of  affairs  exists,  it  is  no 
longer  a land  of  liberty,  and  it  is  certainly  no  longer 
a land  of  equal  rights,  and  we  must  take  care  of  ourselves 
as  best  we  may  and  avoid  being  caught  in  any  of  their 
snares.  I cannot  think  that  this  crusade  is  aimed  entirely 
at  us;  from  many  circumstances  that  have  transpired,  I have 
been  led  to  believe  that  whilst  we  are  made  the  victims, 
these  proceedings  are  introduced  as  a political  ruse,  for  the 
purpose  of  embarrasing  the  incoming  administration.  What 
would  you  do?  Would  you  fight  them?  No.  I would 
take  care  of  myself  as  best  I can,  and  I w’ould  advise 
my  brethren  to  do  the  same.  Would  you  resist  law?  No. 
As  I said  before,  I can  stand  it  if  they  can.  It  is  for  us  to 
do  wThat  is  right,  to  fear  God,  to  observe  His  laws,  and 
keep  His  commandments,  and  the  Lord  will  manage 
all  the  rest.  But  no  breaking  of  heads,  no  bloodshed,  no 
rendering  evil  for  evil.  Let  us  try  and  cultivate  the  spirit  of 
the  Gospel,  and  adhere  to  the  principles  of  truth.  Let  us 
honor  our  God;  and  be  true  to  those  eternal  principle's  which 
God  has  given  us  to  hold  sacred.  Keep  them  as  sacredly  as 
you  would  the  apple  of  your  eye.  And  while  other  men  are 
seeking  to  trample  the  Constitution  under  foot,  we  will  try  to 
maintain  it.  We  have  prophecies  something  like  this  some- 
where: that  the  time  would  come  when  this  nation  would  do 
as  they  are  now  doing — that  is,  they  would  trample  underfoot 
the  Constitution  and  institutions  of  the  nation,  and  the 
Elders  of  this  Church  would  rally  around  the  standard  and 
maintain  those  principles  which  were  introduced  for  the  free- 
dom and  protection  of  men.  We  expect  to  do  that,  and  to 
maintain  all  correct  principles.  I will  tell  you  what  you  will 
see  by  and  by.  You  will  see  trouble,  trouble,  trouble  enough  in 
these  United  States.  And  as  I have  said  before,  I say  to-day:  I 
tell  you  in  the  name  of  God,  Wo!  to  them  that  fight  against 
Zion,  for  God  will  fight  against  them.  But  let  us  be  on  the 
side  of  human  liberty  and  human  rights  and  the  protection 
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of  all  correct  principles  and  laws  and  government,  and  main- 
tain every  principle  that  is  upright  and  virtuous  and  honor- 
able, and  let  the  world  take  the  balance  if  they  want,  we 
don’t  want  it.  We  will  cleave  to  the  truth,  God  being  our 
helper,  and  try  to  introduce  principles  whereby  the  will  of 
God  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  And  we  will 
obey  every  institution  of  man  for  the  Lord’s  sake  so  far  as  we 
can  without  violating  our  consciences  and  doing  things  that 
are  wrong  and  improper.  • 

God  bless  you  and  lead  you  in  the  paths  of  life,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus.  Amen. 


